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Todd Hornyak

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
I  hope every 

Letter Carrier had 
a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year. I want to thank 
all Letter Carriers 
for their hard work 
delivering for our 
cus tomers  th i s 

Christmas season. This Christmas 
season was once again the busiest 
parcel delivery season ever for 
the Postal Service. The addition of 
Amazon parcels is good for the Postal 
Service because of the revenue that it 
provides the Postal Service. Several 
stations had carriers come in early, 
deliver parcels, then come back, and 
deliver their routes. I also want to 
thank the carriers and stations that 
contributed money, gift cards and 
toys to the One New Toy Program. 
The branch has raised money for 
over twenty years to provide toys 
for those in our community that are 
in need.

I received a letter from the 
Columbus Postmaster notifying 
me that the City of Columbus will 
be adhering to the policy as set 
forth by the Employee and Labor 
Relations Manual (ELM) 933. Section 
930 covers the uniform policy. All 
stations should have received service 
talks about the change in policy. The 

Postmaster has designated December 
1-March 31 as cold months and June 
1-October 31 as warm months. Per 
the Columbus Local memorandum 
of understanding the months of 
April, May, October and November 
City Carriers have the option of 
wearing the cold or warm uniform. 
The cold weather uniform varies 
greatly from the uniform for warm 
months. The major differences will 
be the cold weather prohibition of 
wearing shorts, shirt jacs, and knit 
shirts while also mandating the 
wearing of a tie. This policy has not 
been enforced for many years in the 
City of Columbus. Many carriers 
have never been required to wear 
shirts other then the knit polo shirt 
or shirtjacs or a tie their entire postal 
career. Section 930 of the ELM has 
not changed for many years.  We 
cannot file a grievance over the 
language in the ELM, but we have 
initiated a city-wide grievance under 
Article 5 (Prohibition of Unilateral 
Action) arguing a violation of a long 
standing Past Practice. 

November 29, 2015 Branch 78 
Columbus, Ohio celebrated our 125th 
anniversary or the quasquicentennial 
of Branch 78. We celebrated the 
occasion at our annual Branch 78 
Retirees Dinner. I would like to 
thank Director of Retirees Doug 

Gulley for his hard work on the 
annual Retirees Dinner that was held 
Saturday November 7, 2015 at Villa 
Milano Restaurant. I would also like 
to thank National Business Agent 
Dan Toth and NALC National Vice 
President Lew Drass who attended. 
Once again, it was a good time and 
great meal.

I would like to congratulate Bob 
Webster from Gahanna Station, Liz 
Groves from Whitehall Station, Jeff 
Bertsch from Westland Station on 
their recent retirement and wish 
them well. Please stay informed and 
attend the monthly Union meeting the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 pm at the Branch 78 Union Hall 
located at 1029 Harrisburg Pike 
Columbus, Ohio 43223. I would like 
to invite all CCAs to attend the branch 
meeting. I would like new members 
to become involved and if you have 
any questions or issues you can 
bring it up at the meeting.

Fraternally,

Todd Hornyak
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Mark Beach

     First of all, I 
would like to wish 
each and every 
one at Branch 78 
a happy and safe 
holiday season.  As 
I sit back and write 
this article I want 
to take a moment 

and thank ever single carrier in 
the Columbus Installation and the 
surrounding Associate Offices for 
their outstanding effort this holiday 
season.  This year the USPS was 
projected to top one billion in holiday 
sales. The USPS has projected that 
between Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s the Postal Service will deliver 
over 15 billion holiday cards and 
600 million packages.  This is an 
increase of more than 10% over the 
previous year.  This work will all have 
been accomplished in the Columbus 
Installation while still being thirty 
plus City Carrier Assistants short.

 Carrying out in the dark can be 
a difficult issue. We deal with this 
issue in the city of Columbus and the 
surrounding Associate Offices every 
year. There is no national policy that 
prohibits carrying mail in the dark. 
In some places like Alaska it is next 
to impossible not to carry mail in 
the dark in the winter months. Here 
is the dilemma, there are places 
around Columbus where it is not 
safe to carry mail after dark for a 
variety of reasons. What a carrier 
must remember is; the factors that 
one may not necessarily be able to 
see because of the darkness, are 
the ones that would affect a carrier’s 
safety. Only the carrier has the right 
to make that call when it comes to 
personal safety.  If a carrier chooses 
not to carry mail after dark because 
he/she feels unsafe, just be ready to 

properly defend that decision.  Item 
3 of our local agreement covers 
the proper reporting requirements 
of specifically item subsection five 
which states:

5. Any carrier who fears for his/
her personal safety or health shall 
immediately call the office, relate 
the condition to his or her immediate 
supervisor and /or manager and 
request further instructions.

If the carrier is given further 
instructions and still does not feel 
safe, they should again contact 
management and be ready to defend 
their decision to cease delivery.  
Carriers need to fill out a PS Form 
1767 detailing the reasons for 
curtailing the mail. Things like 
unfamiliarity of the route, uneven 
terrain, dogs and crime may be some 
of the reasons that are acceptable.  
Carriers need to make sure that both 
themselves and management fills 
out and signs the PS Form 1571 
and places it with the mail. The 
union emphasizes that management 
should review and consider these 
situations on a case by case basis.  
In some instances the carrier may 

decide it is safe to carry after dark in 
some areas. The carrier that brings 
back mail will also need to be ready 
to have their day scrutinized for 
time wasting practices if they were 
scheduled to be back before to dark.  
It is important to remember that we 
are in the mail delivery business 
and curtailment of mail is neither 
endorsed nor encouraged unless 
there is a true safety concern.  Make 
sure that if you feel your safety is at 
risk; take the proper steps mentioned 
above. Remember we get paid to 
carry the mail and our customers 
our counting on us. In some areas 
carriers may be able to carry after 
dark by walking out to the sidewalk 
each time or delivering to houses 
which are well lighted. Please be very 
careful when making this decision 
and only do so if you fell like it is a 
true safety concern. Some areas are 
clearly unsafe to carry in after dark 
and some may not, the issue must be 
considered on a case by case base.

United We Stand Divided We Fall
Mark Beach

Brian reported a rail-
road track switching 
malfunction that thwart-
ed a possible train de-
railment. He is being 
nominated for the NALC 
Hero recognition. 
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Here is a belated wish that you and 
your loved ones had an exceptional 
holiday season.

Those of you who supported 
our One New Toy Drive, thanks for 
making it another successful year. We 
would never have achieved it without 
our Christmas Angels from MEIJER. 
Nancy Brodess, of the Dublin, 6175 
Sawmill Store found us a donation of 
$3000. Wes Brubaker, of the Lewis 
Center Store, 8870 Columbus Pike, 
also donated $3000. Letter Carriers, 
Clerks, Rural Carriers, Managers 
and Maintenance donated toys, gift 
cards and $5519. Thank you all for 
your continued sponsorship and 
donations.

We started at Lewis Center early 
afternoon, trying to beat rush hour 
traffic. Tried to buy as many toys 
as possible without going over our 
budget. We bought new towels 
and washcloths for the Livingston 
Commons. We went over as always. 
Wes, Katie D, Emily E and Gerri S. 
were outstanding getting us rung 
up, bagged and loaded. The early trip 
allowed the Elves to dine at Sumeno’s. 
YUMMM! Rest our bodies and on to 
Sawmill.

mIllER’S muSINGS
Shoncey had three loaded gift 

cards for us. Traci, from the VA 
Center drafted four new elves, Amy, 
Karla, Liz and Bonnie. They jumped 
in like they’d been on the team for 
years. The Head Elf Tom and Mrs. 
Gloria, old timer Tim Nelson, my 
husband Dwayne and I welcomed 
their assistance. Can’t leave out Helen 
McKinley, who was at Lewis Center 
shopping again, says she’s hooked 
on ONT shopping. Those four new 
recruits might get the bug again, if 
we’re lucky. We bought more toys, 
detergent and nonperishables for 
the Commons Vets. Michelle, Justin 
M., Dalraj, Ginger F. and Salvadore D. 
assisted running two lanes, bagging 
and loading. Then I went back and 
bought more gift cards at Sawmill. 
Each year the Meijer staff have 
all been incredible. When you are 
shopping, remind them all year how 
much we appreciate their partnering 
with us to provide Christmas for those 
who have served our country and 
those in need of assistance.

Early Friday we packed up the toys 
and books donated by Ms. Curtis from 
the Hall and started our deliveries to 
Central Community House. At the 

VA Center, Traci 
Washington, had 
a crew decked 
out in antlers 
and smiles to 
unload the truck. 
S o m e  w e r e 
the volunteer 
shoppers. Last 
stop, Livingston Commons, Delrita 
Parks and several of the resident vets 
helped us fill a small hallway with 
goodies.

To have sixty degree weather for 
shopping and delivery was a special 
treat for all involved after all the cold, 
snowy, blustery evenings over the 
twenty plus years Tom Wilson and I 
have been riding on this crazy train. 
Thanks again to everyone involved, 
pat yourselves on the back “cause 
you done good!’

Yana Miller-Farney

Bob Webster retired in November from Gahanna and NALC City Carrier Assistant 
classroom trainer Mark Morrsion

Yana Miller-Farney
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 Br 78
2015

 Retiree D
inner

Gold Card and 50 year pin honorees Herb Sharfenaker, Ray Norman and Dale Johnson

5
Year

Gold Card

NBA Dan Toth, Br78 President 
Todd Hornyak, National NALC 
Vice President Lew Drass and 
RAA Mark Camilli
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55
Year
P i n

Herb Henderson receives his 55 year pin

5
Year
P i n

Herb Sharfenaker 50 year pin

Ray Norman 50 year pin Dale Johnson 50 year pin

James Milton, Bill Dorn, John O’Neil, Jim Bidwell and Prnce Malden receive 45 year pin
(Rico Caruso not shown)

45
Year
P i n

 Br 78
2015

 Retiree D
inner
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Dave Cox, Ed Hopkins and Richard Nash receive 40 year Pin  (Chick Sharp not shown)

Carl Biene and Rick Price receive 30 year pin

4
Year
P i n

Delbert Tanner and Otto Milke receive 35 year pin

3
Year
P i n

35
Year
P i n
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First of all, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you and 
your loved ones a very happy and 
safe holiday season.  This year’s 
holiday mailing season, at the onset 
is already showing tremendous 
growth compared to last year’s 
record volume.  The parcel business 
continues to grow, as do the 
demands on the letter carrier craft.  
Just this morning, I saw a national 
news story explaining that UPS and 
FED EX are telling their customers 
that they cannot keep up with the 
demands and to expect delays in 
receiving their packages.  They 
simply are not going to make the 
promised delivery dates.  I know 
this extra workload can be tough 
on our carriers, but each year I am 
amazed and proud how we always 
rise to the occasion and get the job 
done.  Keep up the great work!

As a year in review for Region 
11, 2015 proved to be a very busy 
year.  January marked the beginning 
of the “8th week analysis” and route 
adjustments for CDRAAP.  While 
this process was not immune to 
challenges, feedback from the field 
has been that this “joint process” 
is one of the best alternate route 
adjustment processes yet.  The list 
of individuals that took part in this 
is long, and I want to thank all the 
local office contacts, the route and 
evaluation teams, the district lead 
teams and the area/regional team 
members that put a lot of effort 
and time to make this process a 
success – Thank You!  

Effective March 2, 2015, NALC 
President Fredric V. Rolando 
appointed RAA Ron Adams, Br. 
134 Syracuse, NY on a detail as a 
Regional Workers’ Compensation 

happy holidays
from Region 11 NbA Dan Toth and Staff

Assistant.  In this new position, 
Ron has been diligently assisting 
members  w i th  d i rec t  OWCP 
representation in complicated 
cases as well as appeals of adverse 
OWCP decisions.  Ron’s territory 
grew from Region 11’s Ohio and 
Upstate NY to include Kentucky, 
Indiana and Michigan.  President 
Rolando appointed John Collins, Br. 
63 Zanesville, OH to fill the vacancy 
created by Ron’s new position.   
Both Ron and John are true assets 
to the NALC and fully complement 
“Team 11’s” vision!  I also want to 
thank RAA Mark Camilli and Region 
11 Office Manager Darla Gerace for 
all that you do!

May 9, 2015, we held our 23rd 
annual Letter Carriers’ “Stamp Out 
Hunger” food drive.  I am pleased 
to report that our branches and 
individual volunteers stepped up 
to make sure we had funding for 
our postcards to help make this 
year’s drive successful.  We already 
have word that funding is in place 
for 2016 and now is not too early 
to begin planning for next year’s 
food drive.  Branches – watch 
for a specially marked envelop to 
register for the 2016 food drive.  
You should expect them to arrive 
at your location the last two weeks 
of December.  

Summer 2015 was filled with a 
National “Rap” Session in Houston, 
TX July 17-19, 2015.  The NYSALC 
Convention held in Long Island, 
NY and the OHSALC Convention 
held in Cleveland, OH took place in 
the first two weeks of August.  All 
three events were filled with top 
notch training that our delegates 
were able to bring back and share 
what they learned to their local 

branches.  
Late Fall 2015 – we held our 

Region 11 Training Seminar in 
Syracuse, NY.  I believe that this 
was the Region’s best seminar 
to date.  One of the highlights of 
the training was a “shop steward 
school” that replicated a model 
used by NALC HQ where we took a 
grievance from the incident all the 
way through to a “mock arbitration”.  
There were many people involved in 
this.  We had “actors” play out the 
scenario through skits and NALC 
advocates Larry Kania Br. 3 Buffalo, 
NY and Tom Dlugolenski Br. 134 
Syracuse, NY presented their case 
to Arbitrator S. LaLonde.  The mock 
arbitration was about as real as it 
could get and the Arbitrator was 
mic’d so he could explain various 
aspects of a hearing. My hat goes 
off to all that were involved.  The 
feedback has been tremendous!  
Thanks go out to all involved and I 
also want to thank Branch 134 for 
hosting this great event!

In closing, as we reflect on a 
busy 2015, I ask you to get ready 
for an even busier 2016.  Now is the 
time to evaluate, plan and gear up 
our legislative activists to get ready 
for a Presidential Election.  I hope 
that you realize the importance 
of 2016 and how it can impact 
our wages, benefits and our jobs.  
There will be more on that in future 
articles.  

Happy Holidays – be safe and  
I wish you all the best in 2016!
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I was appointed to the position 
of NALC branch 78 Trustee in July 
of 2015. Let me take a few lines to 
tell you about myself. I wanted to be 
a mailman. I have family members 
who have delivered mail and they 
told me how rewarding this career 
could be. I began my postal career 
on August 5, 2006. I started as a 
PTF (part time flex) in the Short 
North (43201) station. During my 
6+ years there I became active in the 
union. I became the union steward 
in 2010. As union steward there 
I filed many grievances, mostly 
article 8 violations, and fought for 
my fellow carrier’s rights under the 
National Agreement.  Management 
at that time felt it necessary to 

RAmoN lAwSoN TRuSTEE
punish those that liked doing the 
job. So you can say I was pushed 
into the position of union steward 
because I have a strong desire to 
fight for what I KNOW is right.

During the past few months 
I have learned a lot about how 
our union works. I thank Todd for 
appointing me to this position. I 
had no idea how much work the 
officers do behind the scenes that 
regular members aren’t aware of. 
The officers put in countless hours 
(sometimes unpaid) working on 
the member’s behalf. I believe that 
we all do this because we all are 
fighting for the same thing…doing 
what’s right for the membership. 
I have taken this pledge and will 

continue to “fight 
the good fight” on 
behalf of all branch 
78 members. I look 
forward to serving 
the membership in 
any way necessary 
to make branch 78 
the best it can be. 

In the summer the branch had 
T-shirts made to commemorate 
our 125th anniversary. I am able to 
order shirts from sizes S-5XL. If 
you would like to order a T-shirt, 
please contact the union hall.

Fraternally yours,
Ramon Lawson

ATTENTION
ALL MEMBERS

We need gently used uni-
forms. If you have any and 
would like to donate them. 
Please drop them off at the 
union hall.

vETERANS

cRISIS lINE 
Hot l ine,  Onl ine Chat  & 
Text: veteranscrisisline.net 
or 1-800-273-8255 and Press 
1) or chat online 24/7/365. 

Ramon Lawson

GET INvolvED

Now!

ouR jobS and 

bENEfITS are 

woRTh IT!

wRITE youR 

coNGRESSmAN! 

Letter Carrier PoLitiCaL Fund

Donate Today to Preserve Your Job.

As Little as $5.oo a pay,

Just do it!

SOLIDARITY
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