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Todd Hornyak

No words can convey the sadness 
felt over the recent events. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to 
you, our Dublin Brothers and 
Sisters.

It is with deep 
sadness that I report 
to the membership 
on the loss of Dublin 
Customer Service Su-
pervisor Lance Herre-
ra-Dempsey and Dub-
lin Postmaster Ginger 
Ballard due to a sense-

less act of violence on December 
23, 2017. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to the Dublin employees and 
their families. This tragic event has 
an impact on all of us, not just the 
carriers from Dublin and it will be 
a long process to recover from this 
tragedy. Region 11 National Busi-
ness Agent Dan Toth was at the sta-
tion when the carriers returned to 
work on December 26. Dan spoke 
with all the Letter Carriers. Post-
master General Megan Brennan, 
Eastern Area Vice President Joshua 
Colin, District Manager Melvin An-
derson and several counselors from 
the Employee assistance Program 
(EAP) were also at the Dublin of-
fice when the carriers returned. The 
strong show of support from the 
leadership of the Postal Service and 
the NALC meant a lot to the carriers 
from Dublin. If any employee needs 
assistance dealing with this tragedy 
or for any reason they should con-
tact the USPS Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) at 1-800-327-4968 

(1-800-EAP-4YOU) or www.EAP4y-
ou.com. The Employee Assistance 
Program is free and confidential.

I want to thank all Letter Carriers 
for their hard work delivering for our 
customers this Christmas season. 
This Christmas season was once 
again the busiest parcel delivery 
season ever for the Postal Service. 
I also want to thank the carriers and 
stations that contributed money, gift 
cards and toys to the One New Toy 
Program. The branch has raised 
money for over twenty years to provide 
toys for those in our community that 
are in need. The last several years we 
have focused on veterans that need 
help. I want to thanks Yana Miller-
Farney and Tom Wilson who have 
led One New Toy since it started for 
all their hard work.

The results of the Branch 
elections are listed in the bulletin. 
The membership has elected an 
outstanding group of officers.  I would 
like to congratulate those officers 
that were elected and I look forward 
to working with them. I also ask that 
those who ran for office and were not 
elected to please remain active in the 
branch. There were several qualified 
candidates that were not elected. I 
want to thank long time Sergeant at 
Arms Ricky Baker for his service as he 
did not seek reelection. I also want to 
thank Mike Brim, Charles Sanders and 

Steve Bryant for all of their service 
to the members of this branch. I 
know they will remain active in the 
branch. There are many challenges 
in the future for Letter Carriers. We 
need all branch members to step up 
and become activists involved in the 
branch and work together to make 
our branch stronger and more united. 
We have enough troubles in dealing 
with management we do not need to 
problems between union members. 

I would like to congratulate 
Dwight Brickey, Greg Phillips and 
John Feucht from Whitehall Station, 
Michael Reese from Eastland Station, 
Regina Taylor from West Worthington 
Station and Gary Benadum from 
Oakland Park Station on their recent 
retirement and wish them well in the 
future. Please stay informed and 
attend the monthly Union meeting 
the second Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm at the Branch 78 
Union Hall located at 1029 Harrisburg 
Pike Columbus, Ohio 43223.

Fraternally,
Todd Hornyak
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Mark Beach

I would like to 
wish the member-
ship a Happy New 
Year and thank 
them for the won-
derful job they did 
during the recent 
holiday season. 
The City of Colum-

bus and the Associate Offices had 
a huge increase of parcel deliver-
ies this holiday season. During our 
recent labor management meet-
ing with Acting Postmaster, Rich-
ard Curtsinger, of the Columbus 
Installation, one of the key points 
we drove home as a union, some-
thing has to be done about our 
staffing. We entered the Holiday 
season in the Columbus Installa-
tion 50+ plus City Carrier Assis-
tants under the cap. This concern 
seemed to fall on deaf ears as the 
Postmaster turned the discussion 
to the high rate of sick leave. The 
union in turn, posed the ques-
tion to the Postmaster, is the sick 
leave higher than normal due to 
the poor staffing, long hours and 
the fact that carriers are getting 
worn out and possibly making 
them more susceptible to illness? 
Either way you can bet in the New 
Year we will see a dramatic in-
crease in disciplinary action be-
ing taken against carriers for sick 
leave usage. Please be aware of 
this and have your documentation 
and PS form 3971’s properly filled 
out at the time of return.

A friendly reminder to all CCAs 
concerning being paid for travel. 
When sent out from your assigned 
office and traveling further from 
your home than to your assigned 
office you are entitled to mileage 
in excess of your normal travel. 

This payment includes even if the 
carrier voluntarily goes to another 
office to receive more hours. This 
entitlement can be achieved by 
filling out PS form 1164 and sub-
mitting it with map quest docu-
mentation of your travel. Use care 
when filling out this form how-
ever that it is accurate and cor-
rect. It is an official government 
document and you may be liable 
for any mistakes. The responsi-
bility to submit this information 
is the carrier’s responsibility and 
should be kept up with on a daily 
basis with the PS form 1164 be-
ing submitted back to manage-
ment at minimum by pay period 
and with a no longer time frame 
than monthly.

The recent branch By Law 
change, making the Vice Presi-
dent a full time officer will help 
the branch better serve the asso-
ciate offices and cover the return-
ing of phone calls and daily ad-
ministrative work that goes on at 
the Branch. Although I came out 
against the dues increase in the 
amount that was proposed and 

suggested and have been sug-
gesting for years that we try less 
costly measures first to cut down 
on Todd’s workload, the member-
ship has spoken on the issue at the 
last meeting with a overwhelming 
support. Todd has put forth a val-
iant effort to cover this tremen-
dous amount of workload by him-
self for the last six years. I have 
helped when I wasn’t on manage-
ment’s clock working after shifts 
and on days off to bridge the gap. 
Todd has worked 12 hours a day 
most days, six and sometimes 
even seven days a week. This By 
Law change will also give us more 
manpower to file grievances in of-
fices with no steward. The change 
will hopefully allow the officers 
time to get out to the stations and 
make office visits. Even though 
I know the membership is ex-
tremely upset with all the forcing I 
look forward to better understand 
what is going on with each indi-
vidual office and possibly help the 
steward find solutions to some 
of the issues. We may be looking 

ElEction REsults

Vice President  trustees
Mark Beach 241 Brenda Stidams 222 
Michael Brim 161 Donald W. Shepherd 196 
  Chuck Shepherd 187
sergeant-At-Arms  Ed Thomas 138
Jacki Mitchell 195 Myron Miller 135
Chuck Sanders 188 Allan D. Moore Sr. 125
  Stephen Bryant 102
Director of Retirees  Raymond Pugh 100
Doug Gulley 253 Cory Bailey 95
Carl Demko 143 Bradley Turner 83
  Robert Gravely 76
  Jeff Stiverson 75
  Roderick Robinson 62

Continued on page 7
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mIllER’S muSINGS
Hoping the holidays were 

fun and filled with cheer. Lets 
hope 2018 will be a better year 
than this one.

In less than a month we lost 
four more Branch members: Mr. 
Robert Lester, who had the nic-
est smile, received his 50 Yr Pin 
and Gold Card at this year’s Re-
tiree Dinner; Warren Lambert and 
James Womack, passed within 
two days of each other, both were 
at Oakland Park Post Office, back 
in the day. Most recently, Linda 
Parker, formerly of OP but retired 
recently from West Worthington 
passed suddenly. Take time to en-
joy life to its fullest, remember to 
say “I love you” to those you love. 
Try to ignore the stupid things 
that go on in our lives.

Thank you to everyone who 
assisted in the success of the 
2017 One New Toy Drive. We were 
fortunate to have very generous 
donations from Lewis Center and 
Sawmill Meijer stores again. We 
could not deliver as much without 
them. Andy Curtis secured sev-
enteen boxes of books from Half 

Price Books stores around town, 
for kids and young adults. Very 
cool! The VA Volunteer Coordi-
nator, Traci, was overwhelmed 
when the truck opened. The So-
cial Workers were so anxious to 
get started they forgot to let Traci 
take pictures of the “TOY STORE”. 
By then about twenty-five people 
had shopped for their families. 
The pictures shown were after 
the mad rush, it’s still impressive. 
You should be proud to give back 
to those who have sacrificed so 
much. The fact that we don’t help 
veterans succeed in returning to 
civilian life is appalling. The num-
bers that are living by a thread, 
a few steps from homelessness, 
are staggering. Besides toys and 
gift cards we spent over $1200 on 
personal care items for the vets at 
Livingston Commons, all were for-
merly homeless. Snacks, canned 
meat and detergent pods went 
into their pantry, where they can 
shop a couple times a month.

We were fortunate to recruit 
some new elves this year: Mary 
Robinson, Hilltop retiree; Vicki 

Hatfield, fellow 
dancer; two of 
Tom’s triplet 
grandsons; Glo-
ria’s son and 
d a u g h t e r - i n -
law; Gary Porter 
and President 
Hornyak. What a crew to work 
with and they stayed on budget. 
The Meijer staff Wes and Doris at 
Lewis Center and our Angel Nancy 
at Sawmill plus Ally and Shoncey, 
made the operation work seam-
lessly. We were done shopping 
before 10:30 after spending a little 
over $10,000. 

Thank you Branch 78, YOU ROCK!

Submitted by Yana Miller-Farney, 
Head Elfette

ElEction committEE

Back Row: Richard Williams, Cathy Jakeway, Name, Doug Lawver,
Front Row: John Wyckoff, Carissa Gayle,Tina Patton
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One
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BOOks

One
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Our Hard wOrking elves!

TOys! TOys! and mOre TOys!

BarBies
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As you have probably heard, 
there was a horrific incident at the 
DUBLIN POST OFFICE Saturday 
23rd, 2017, in which our postal 
family lost two employees. The 
situation of this incident brings 
to mind that we must make ev-
ery effort to pay close attention to 
our postal families that we work 
with six to seven days a week. We 
spend eight to ten hours a day to-
gether, frequently we get to know 
and hear about each others issues 
and problems. Some of us choose 
not to be involved in anything but 
themselves, just finish their jobs 
and go home. This type of thinking 
is common among workers. Per-
haps we need to change the way 
we think when we are so close on 
a daily basis. Not knowing all the 
facts on the incident, one can only 
guess that there had to be friction 

among the people involved. Maybe 
some in our postal family proba-
bly had some sort of knowledge of 
this. As a Safety Officer of Buckeye 
Branch 78 I encourage everyone 
to please stay involved with your 
co-workers. If you see anyone that 
is having difficulties with work-
place issues, family or anything of 
that manner. Offer a listening ear 
if they respond. Sometimes hav-
ing someone listen, helps them to 
think things out and also lets them 
know you care. Encourage them 
to seek help through many com-
munity programs or EAP which 
is a wonderful program. What 
does this have to do with safety? 
Everything. When there are out-
rageous numbers expected, con-
stant pushing of window of opera-
tion issues, not accepting 3996s, 
threats of discipline etc. Supervi-

sors and Postmasters must keep 
in mind that people are people and 
we need to be treated as such. No 
matter what the issue is, there is 
an obligation to maintain mutual 
respect. There should be a healthy 
work room environment to protect 
everyone working for the United 
States Postal Service. Article 14.1, 
the Postal Service has a responsi-
bility to provide safe working con-
ditions.

In closing, I wish the best to all 
the families affected by this sense-
less incident, and all the Dublin 
Postal Employees that have to live 
with this situation. PLEASE KEEP 
AN EYE OUT ON EACH OTHER!

SAFETY & HEALTH OFFICER
GARY L PORTER

SAfETY DEPENDS oN ToGEThERNESS

Mike Reese receiving his 25 Yr Mem-
bership Pin from President Hornyak. 

CongratulationsCongratulations
On Your 

Retirement

Mike Murphy Retires from Reynoldsburg
.

25 Year Pin

for formal step A reps in the City. 
Any interested party may contact 
me to inquire about the job quali-
fications and what the job entails. 
Qualified candidates must have 
general contract knowledge and 
be willing to expand this knowl-
edge, efficient writing and com-
puter skills, and effective com-
munication skills while being able 
to act in a professional manner 
and make tough decisions based 
on relevant facts. Lastly, the 
branch is always in need of uni-
form donations for the new hires. 
If you have any old serviceable 
uniforms, please donate them for 
our CCAs.

Mark Beach, Vice President

vice President
Continued from page 2
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PRESIDENT TODD HORNYAK UNION HALL 614-279-2778
VICE PRESIDENT MARK BEACH 279-2778
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FIN SECY-TREASURER JASON FRY 279-2778
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DIR OF RETIREES DOUG GULLEY 279-2778
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HEAD TRUSTEE DON SHEPHERD 793-9789
TRUSTEE RAMON LAWSON 279-2778
TRUSTEE STEVE BRYANT 279-2778
TRUSTEE CHARLES SANDERS 946-7611
TRUSTEE BRENDA STIDAMS 440-1484

Buckeye Branch 78
1029 Harrisburg Pike

Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524
National Association of

Letter Carriers
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Address Service Requested

 StatiOnS SteWarDS BuSineSS-hOMe
BW Beechwold Doug Lawver/Scott Lloyd/ Karlton Wilson Alt. 614-447-0146
BEX Bexley Roderick Robinson 614-237-2830
Canal Winchester Todd Hornyak 614-837-7953
CIR Circleville Brian Tatham 740-474-3113
DEL Delaware Cliffone Dawkins/Randy Hartman Alt. 740-363-1906
DUB Dublin Todd Hornyak 614-889-6571
Eastland Jeff Stiverson/Ramon Lawson Alt. 614-237-1912
East City Charles Sanders/Brian Ball/Randy Mullin Alt. 614-469-4466
F German Village Doug Bryant/Jacqueline Habash Alt. 614-449-9565
G South Columbus Eli Turner/John Beverly Alt. 614-444-0217
GAH Gahanna Jacki Mitchell/Brenda Stidams Alt. 614-472-0696
GP Groveport Todd Hornyak 614-836-5452
GC Grove City Kevin Lyons/Melissa O’Linn 614-875-6327
HILL Hilliard Rick Nott  614-876-7021
LIV Livingston Robert Gravely 614-237-9570
LON London Jon Robinson 740-852-1881
MV Marysville Dave Eblin/Adam Tullis Alt. 937-642-1961
MT Gilead Todd Hornyak 419-946-5846
NL Northland Joan Nevels 614-890-1180
NW Northwest Myron Miller Jr. 614-451-1502
OP Oakland Park Anwar Mateen/Kirk Hilty/Paul McCamey 614-476-1680
PIC Pickerington Todd Hornyak 614-837-5793
PLN CTY Plain City Todd Hornyak 614-837-4004
REY Reynoldsburg Todd Hornyak 614-866-6049
UA Upper Arlington Jeffrey Williams/Charles Kohl Alt. 614-451-2302
West City Allan Moore Sr./ Heather Christy/
 Shawn CarterAlt/Richard Hannon Alt. 614-469-4465 
WV Westerville Todd Hornyak  614-882-2243
Westland Mark Beach/ Chris SemoAlt./Keith Meadows Alt. 614-351-0138
WJ West Jefferson Todd Hornyak 614-879-9148
WW West Worthington Michael Brim/Jeremy Hirschfelt/Jason Fry Alt. 614-793-9789
WH Whitehall Gary Porter/Bryant Carr Alt. 614-237-1722

F O R  T H E

uniOn
LaBeL


