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T h e  a t t a c k s 
on Federal  Work-
ers continue from 
Washington, DC. I 
wrote last  month 
regarding the let-
ter from Office of 
Personnel Manage-
ment (OPM) Director 

Jeff Pon to House Speaker Paul 
Ryan on May 4, 2018 that would 
cut $143.5 billion in wages and 
benefits from current and retired 
federal workers over the next 10 
years. The latest from the current 
administration is a report from the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB). OMB released proposals 
on June 21, 2018 seeking a path to 
privatize the United States Postal 
Service. According to the report 
the proposal would restructure 
the United States Postal System 
to return it to a sustainable busi-
ness model or prepare it for future 
conversion from a Government 
agency into a privately held cor-
poration. The report states major 
changes are needed in how the 
Postal Service is financed and the 
level of service Americans should 
expect from their universal service 
operator,” the reorganization poli-
cy states. The United States could 

privatize its postal operation while 
maintaining regulatory oversight 
to ensure fair competition and 
reasonable prices for customers 
according to the proposal. USPS 
privatization through an initial 
public offering (IPO) or sale to 
another entity would require the 
implementation of signif icant 
reforms prior to sale to show a 
possible path to profitability, the 
plan said. The report came out six 
weeks prior to a report from the 
president’s task force. The Presi-
dent’s Task Force on the United 
States Postal System will make 
recommendations on reforms 
towards this goal in August 2018. 
NALC President Fredric Rolando 
crit icized the Trump adminis-
tration’s Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) proposal to 
privatize the United States Postal 
Service. “This report takes direct 
aim at numerous agencies includ-
ing USPS under the guise of re-
forming and restructuring for the 
21st century,” President Rolando 
said. “The White House is making 
very clear that privatization of the 
Postal Service is its goal, despite 
the fact that the stakeholder meet-
ings with the White House Postal 
Task Force are ongoing.

“NALC has long been commit-
ted to working with all of the stake-
holders and not one has floated the 
idea of privatization except private 
shippers, who would love nothing 
more than to see the Postal Service 
dismantled. “Now that we know 
that this administration and its 
Task Force will make recommenda-
tions on reforms to achieve OMB’s 
privatization goals, NALC will work 
tirelessly with other stakeholders 
and Congress to oppose this faulty 
privatization plan every step of 
the way to preserve this public 
institution, which is based in the 
Constitution.”

I am again asking all Letter Car-
riers to consider contributing five 
dollars a pay period to the Letter 
Carrier Political Fund. Letter Carri-
ers must be aware of the issues that 
will affect their jobs in the future. 
The Letter Carrier Political Fund is a 
nonpartisan political action commit-
tee (PAC) established for the pur-
pose of electing qualified candidates 
who support letter carriers and who 
are committed to maintaining a 
strong and innovative U.S. Postal 
Service. We need these contribu-
tions because no union dues are 
used for political purposes.
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Mark Beach

Summer is here 
and along with it 
comes skyrocket-
ing temperatures 
and humidity. Let-
ter carriers must 
take the proper 
steps to stay hy-
drated. In order 

to beat the heat, letter carriers 
who work outdoors must not only 
drink water throughout the work-
day, but also drink plenty of water 
after work to ensure that the body 
is ready for the next day. It’s best 
to avoid drinks and foods with 
high amounts of sugar, alcohol 
and caffeine during hot and humid 
times as those tend to dehydrate 
the body. Letter carriers will be 
better able to cope with the heat if 
they avoid large meals and greasy 
foods as well. Some signs that a 
person may be having heat relat-
ed issues include; a lack of sweat, 
clamminess, rapid heartbeat and 
light headed or dizziness. If a 
carrier experiences any of these 
symptoms, inform management 
immediately and seek shade or air 
conditioning to cool down ASAP. 
Your safety should be your num-
ber one priority and it is in your 
hands.

All local Memorandums of Un-
derstanding have been finalized 
and can be found on the NALC 
Branch 78 website. We were 
able to secure elective leave in 
all associate offices represented 
by Branch 78. However, the cur-
rent Columbus Postmaster does 
not see the benefit of this incen-
tive to be perfect in attendance 
and will not agree to an elective 
leave memorandum at this time. 
This seems like an extremely near 

sighted viewpoint to me and we 
will continue to try and negoti-
ate a new administrative leave 
memorandum for the City of Co-
lumbus. Again, the union’s point 
of emphasis is why do away with 
a major incentive for employees 
to show up to work when this is 
one of the major issues you have 
in the Columbus Installation. A 
quick comparison of associate of-
fice attendance versus Columbus 
Installation attendance shows 
that the associate offices have 
much better attendance. It is the 
union’s opinion that this is due to 
the elective leave policy in place 
in those offices.

Conversions are continuing to 
happen in the Columbus Installa-
tion as well as several associate 
offices. Newly converted regulars 
are reminded that they have a 
short window to elect their TSP, 
Health and Life Insurance. Also 
when a CCA is converted to regu-
lar they have a 90 day period in 
which annual and sick leave can-
not be paid, so if any time off is 
taken it will be charged to LWOP. 
Additionally, a newly converted 
regular will not be able to bid elec-
tronically or by phone for a while 
after conversion. The new regular 
still has an opportunity to bid and 
can do so via a manual bid (PS 
form 1717). The union can help 
out with this as well.

A point of emphasis: if you 
are injured on the job, feel free to 
contact the Hall to have an OWCP 
packet sent to you. Management 
must give you OWCP forms to 
take to Urgent Care, not Ohio BWC 
forms (OWCP) won’t pay BWC 
claims. We have had many cases 
in the Columbus Installation where 

management has sent workers to 
urgent care with State workers 
compensation form. If injured on 
the job, management should have 
the carrier fill out a CA-1 form (Re-
port of Injury) check the COP box 
Yes (x) and provide the treating fa-
cility with a CA-16 form (authoriza-
tion for examination), CA-17 form 
(duty status report) and a CA-20 
form (Physician report). Please, 
if in doubt, contact your steward 
or union hall before making any 
selections or wondering if man-
agement has given you the proper 
paperwork. It is management’s re-
sponsibility to provide the proper 
forms for OWCP; however the car-
rier can save themselves a lot of 
hassle and headache if they are 
knowledgeable and ensure that the 
proper paperwork is provided.

Finally, I hope you all had a 
Happy Fourth of July. We live in 
a great country with tremendous 
freedoms and a right to worship, 
vote and live as we see fit as in-
dividuals. I hope each and every 
letter carrier that reads these 
words will consider writing a let-
ter to their representative inform-
ing them how important their let-
ter carrier job and benefits are 
to them. Tell your Congressional 
representative to stand against 
any attempts to privatize the 
Postal Service.

In Solidarity,
Mark Beach, Vice President
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mIllER’S muSINGS

Yana Miller-Farney

The coun-
try has taken 
an even darker 
turn, it seems 
each month we 
reach a new 
low. There has 
been a total 
lack of diplo-

macy as we are being stripped 
of partnerships with allies daily. 
Countries that we have stood 
side by side throughout World 
Wars and numerous crises; ties 
are being severed. We are forcing 
ourselves into isolation, no one 
trusts us anymore. Our word has 
no value! I feel this stance will 
make us vulnerable over time. 
Will we ever be able to wipe the 
slate clean in the future? The dai-
ly back and forth on our national 
policies has everyone befuddled. 
What little respect we may have 
had has been destroyed.

What is the next step to try and 
get out of this mess? Mobilize the 
grassroots organizations and make 
changes at the local and state lev-
els now. Every election is impor-
tant because the present Supreme 
Court is about to go the way of the 
National Houses of Congress. The 
only opportunity for change is to 
restore balance to our state gov-
ernments. The Supreme Court will 
likely become an extremely con-
servative body with the retirement 
of Justice Kennedy. The current 
administration makes no bones 
about the fact they want to impact 
the Supreme Court by appointing 
justices that will be seated thirty 
plus years. If they don’t scuttle 
landmark decisions they will throw 
them back to the state courts that in 
many states have made decisions 

ruining the forward movement of 
our laws and regressing in time. 
It is the responsibility of each of 
us to get to the polls and exercise 
the privilege to vote while we ALL 
have it. No matter how depressing 
the news is we must do our part to 
move us out of this quagmire.

Our children and grandchil-
dren deserve better than what we 
are giving them. The earth is being 
decimated one bill at a time as the 
deterioration of our planet quick-
ens. How individuals can continue 
to say there is no global warming 
when the polar ice caps are shrink-
ing at alarming rates. Air quality is 
getting worse as there are laws to 
stop developing renewable sourc-
es of energy, returning to fossil 
fuels. Water is becoming more 
polluted as rules guarding against 
dumping pesticides into our aqui-
fers are struck down. Fracking is 
pushing unclean, high powered 
fluids into ground water causing 
instability of geological plates in-
creasing earthquakes in areas that 
haven’t had them. The weather is 
freaking out, there are no clear 
seasons only hot and sort of cold.

We can’t be complacent any 
longer. Each of us must fight to 
improve our situation while there 
is still time, start investigating pol-
iticians. What are their standings 
on these critical issues. Better pay 
as much attention to changing the 
political stance of our government 
before it is too late.

Look at the privatization of 
prisons, governmental agencies 
using our tax dollars without any 
accountability. The government 
does not allow us to do this. Char-
ter schools have little or no over-
sight while our public schools are 

forced to do more with less. Teach-
ers should not have to provide 
supplies when ever more money 
is extracted from taxpayers. Infra-
structure is horrible. Look around 
and get involved.

Submitted by Yana Miller-Farney

The  Head  E l f , 
To m  W i l s o n , 
has donated an 
autographed copy 
of Coach Urban 
M e y e r ’s  b o o k 
Above the Line; 
to be raffled off 
raising money for 
One new TOy. Get your tickets 
at meetings  and events.

One new TOy Raffle
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Jesse Richards from Westland receives 
his retirement watch.

Pam and Brian Leiendecker, Beechwold, 
receive their retirement watches.

Carl Demko receives his 40 Year Pin.

CongratulationsCongratulations
On Your Retirement! 40 Year Pin!

Todd welcome Scott Nance as our 
newest member.

President continued from page 1

Meeting Drawings
January-June 2018

Member Drawing Names  Gas Card CCA Gas Card 

Jan 18 Frank Springhetti $120 Trevor Payne 

Feb 18  Pankaj Patel $130 Ray Mitchell 

Mar 18 Henry Willis  $140 Doug Bryant 

Apr 18 Martez R Brown $150 John Slifko 

May 18 Maria Dulaney $160 Jason Fry 

Jun 18 Linda Overturf $170 Jamal Grinston Scott Nance

I would like to congratulate 
Jesse Richards from Westland 
Station, Paul Cattrell from West-
erville Post Office and Brian and 
Pam Leiendecker from Beechwold 
Station on their recent retire-
ment and wish them well. Please 

stay informed and attend the 
monthly Union meeting the second 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 
pm at the Branch 78 Union Hall 
located at 1029 Harrisburg Pike 
Columbus, Ohio 43223. I would 
like to invite all members to attend 

the branch meeting. I would like 
new members to become involved 
and if you have any questions, you 
can bring it up at the meeting.

Fraternally,
Todd Hornyak
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 $70.00 per   
 person for
 Active 
 cArriers

robert solt 
AnnuAl memoriAl

Golf outinG
to benefit

musculAr dystrophy

send Payments to:  BrendA stidAMs/nALc, 1029 Harrisburg Pike, 
Columbus, Ohio  43223-2524

Make checks out to:  MdA/nALc

Bob Solt Memorial

Fox Fire GoLF cLuB

 $60.00 per     
 person for
 retired
 cArriers

shotGun stArt - 8:30 AM
Get Your FoursoMe siGned uP eArLY

AuGust 5, 2018
Fox Fire GoLF cLuB

10799 stAte route 104
LockBourne, ohio 43137

shotGun stArt - 8:30 AM
Get Your FoursoMe siGned uP eArLY

1. ___________________________________ Act. _____ ret. _________

2. ___________________________________ Act. _____ ret. _________

3. ___________________________________ Act. _____ ret. _________

4. ___________________________________ Act. _____ ret. _________

Phone contact number _____________________  Amt. enclosed ______
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Retirees Lunch 

3253 SOUTH HIGH STREET   COLUMBUS, OHIO 43207

It is Picnic Time!

AMERICAN LEGION
SOUTHWAY POST 144

Attention all Retirees
Please Join us for the

RETIREES PICNIC
TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER 4, 2018 AT 1 PM

Back row: Dean Peruzzi, Mark Beach, Ronald McDonald, Ray Mitchell, Todd Hornyak. 
Seated: John O’Neil, Eugene Smith, Evan Behrendts.

JULY  2018 PAGE  7

BR. 78
ANNUAL PICNIC

SEPT. 9 • 12:00  TILL  4:00

CORN HOLE, PONY RIDES AND DOOR PRIZES

HOOVER Y PARK
1570 ROHR ( off Lockbourne Rd)

Lockbourne, OH 43137

John Collins, RAA

RAAs visit br 78 monthly meetings

Mark Camilla, RAA
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JuNE 2018 bRANch mEETING mINuTES
President Hornyak called the meeting to order at 6:40; Pledge led by Debbie Guthrie; Invocation by Y Miller-
Farney.

Report of Standing Committees
Trevor Payne read communications from Earth Angels, Union Uniform flyer available, read 23 Applications for 
membership. New member, Scott Nance took NALC Oath. COLC Clipper Night. Deviate from regular order of 
business.

Short thanks from RAAs Mark Camilli and John Collins, thanks for use of Hall for Pre Arbs; info from DC of possible 
hits to actives and retirees. Resumed regular order of business.

Mark Beach Recent Steward trading, six new; Appropriate interviewing of supervisors.

Ramon Lawson National High BloodPressure Month flyer; New Medicare cards being issued.

Gary Porter Safety Task Force out again. follow SOPs don’t forget basics ie: curb tires, remove  keys; turn of engine;, 
set brake. Stay hydrated, skip soda, sweets, coffee, large meals. Continue to hydrate after work. Recall on vans for 
blowing out hot air; PO not fixing A/C. New carriers must carry satchels and dog spray. Any incidences of hear related 
illness need to be on special Safety form and sent to National Heat Exhaustion Team, who is compiling statistics.

Jason Fry read the Treasurer’s Report
Unfinished Business
Chris Semo made a motion seconded by Jacki Mitchell to draw a CCA ticket for a gas card each Branch Meeting. It 
does not rollover if none are in attendance. Motion Passed

New Business
The July Branch Meeting will combine Steward and Branch meetings due to Fourth of July.

Discussed Food Drive issues; bags left on docks; carriers not picking up food or calling to have someone else get 
it, some lied about not seeing them.

Todd has been visiting stations discussing proper use of 1260s and badges; supposed to speed up issuing time cards 
with IDs. Labor management meeting, they are not entering 1260s, carriers not getting paid. Seven conversions; 
nine residual routes. Scanners have been malfunctioning.

NALC National Convention in Detroit 7/15-20, sending twenty delegates; reminder to submit 3971. Delegate Meeting 
7/11 after Branch meeting. Golf Outing 8/5/18 at Foxfire GC, volunteers needed, hole sponsors and door prizes 
needed. See Brenda Stidams. COLC Texas Hold’em 8/26 at Hollywood Casino, Noon-4; Must pre-register an hour 
before; also a slot tournament, no details.

Step increase to be on this Friday’s check for former TEs who have been waiting for adjustments since last year. Filed 
and Pre Arbed for pay adjustments, AL, SL and hours owed.

Discussion on Route Adjustments and Route Inspections, time being added back, some AUX routes becoming full 
routes.

Jason Fry made a motion seconded by Jacki Mitchell, that the Branch spend $950 to purchase tickets for 9/29, 7:30 
PM Columbus Crew game. Branch pays $10, members pay $9. Final Branch expenditure $450. Motion Passed

Region 11 Training 10/20-22; Branch Picnic 9/9; Retiree Picnic 9/4.

Carl Demko received his 40 year pin.

Jamal Grinston won gas card; Andy Curtis won $44.50 in drawing; Scott Nance won CCA gas card; Linda Overturf 
would have won $170 had she been present.

Submitted by Yana Miller-Farney



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Columbus, Ohio

Permit #1291

BraNch 78 OFFicerS

articleS receiVeD aFter the
FirSt WeDNeSDay OF aNy MONth Will 

Be PuBliSheD iN
the FOllOWiNG MONthS BulletiN

The views expressed in articles printed 
in this publication do not directly reflect 
those of Branch 78 or the Editor.
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO :
1029 Harrisburg Pike
Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524

SteWarDS MeetiNG-6:30 P.M.
First Wednesday of each month
OFFicerS MeetiNG-6:00 P.M.
The Monday preceding Steward 
Meeting
BraNch MeetiNG-6:30 P.M.
Second Wednesday of each month
retireeS MeetiNG-1:00 P.M.
First Tuesday of each month

BraNch OFFice PhONeS:
279-BR78  •  279-2778
www.nalc-branch78.org

t h e  J O B  y O u  S a V e
c O u l D  B e  y O u r  O W N !

PRESIDENT TODD HORNYAK toddhornyak@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT MARK BEACH markbeach78@gmail.com
REC SECRETARY TREVOR PAYNE thetrevorpayne@gmail.com
ASST SECRETARY/EDITOR YANA MILLER-FARNEY dogmamayfm@gmail.com
FIN SECY-TREASURER JASON FRY jasonfry44@gmail.com
SAFETY & HEALTH GARY PORTER GaryPorter8241@sbcglobal.net
SGT-AT-ARMS JACKI MITCHELL jmitchell1968@gmail.com
DIR OF RETIREES DOUG GULLEY dgulley538@aol.com
MBA HEALTH BENEFIT RAMON LAWSON rlawsonformala@gmail.com
HEAD TRUSTEE DON SHEPHERD shep7961.ds@gmail.com
TRUSTEE MYRON MILLER mmmoh@att.net
TRUSTEE CHUCK SNYDER theregular99@aol.com
TRUSTEE BRENDA STIDAMS bstidams@gmail.com
TRUSTEE ED THOMAS oakwooded@gmail.com

Buckeye Branch 78
1029 Harrisburg Pike

Columbus, Ohio 43223-2524
National Association of

Letter Carriers
AFL-CIO

Address Service Requested

 StatiONS SteWarDS BuSiNeSS-hOMe
BW Beechwold Doug Lawver/Scott Lloyd/ Karlton Wilson Alt. 614-447-0146
BEX Bexley Roderick Robinson 614-237-2830
Canal Winchester Mark Beach 614-837-7953
CIR Circleville Brian Tatham 740-474-3113
DEL Delaware Cliffone Dawkins/Randy Hartman Alt. 740-363-1906
DUB Dublin Debbie Guthrie/Mary Metzen Alt. 614-889-6571
Eastland Jeff Stiverson/Ramon Lawson Alt./Mark Elkins Alt. 614-237-1912
East City Charles Sanders/Brian Ball/Dilien Miller Alt./Jonathan Printers Alt. 614-469-4466
F German Village Jacqueline Habash/Dean Peruzzi 614-449-9565
G South Columbus Eli Turner 614-444-0217
GAH Gahanna Brenda Stidams/Dierre Bell/Brian Carr Alt. 614-472-0696
GP Groveport Mark Beach 614-836-5452
GC Grove City Melissa O’Linn/Kevin Lyons Alt 614-875-6327
HILL Hilliard Rick Nott/Jennifer Herbert Alt.  614-876-7021
LIV Livingston Ramon Lawson 614-237-9570
LON London Jon Robinson 740-852-1881
MV Marysville Dave Eblin/Adam Tullis Alt. 937-642-1961
MT Gilead Mark Beach 419-946-5846
NL Northland Joan Nevels 614-890-1180
NW Northwest Myron Miller Jr. 614-451-1502
OP Oakland Park Kirk Hilty/Daniel Dillinger/Danté Mix 614-476-1680
PIC Pickerington Mark Beach 614-837-5793
PLN CTY Plain City Mark Beach 614-837-4004
REY Reynoldsburg Pamela Harris 614-866-6049
UA Upper Arlington Jeffrey Williams/Charles Kohl Alt. 614-451-2302
West City Allan Moore Sr./ Heather Christy/
 Shawn CarterAlt/Richard Hannon Alt./Chris Semo Alt. 614-469-4465 
WV Westerville Morgaine Mahoney 614-882-2243
Westland Fran Shaw/Samual “Cory” Bailey 614-351-0138
WJ West Jefferson Mark Beach 614-879-9148
WW West Worthington Jeremy Hirschfelt/Donald Summers/Jason Fry Alt./Houleye Sow Alt. 614-793-9789
WH Whitehall Gary Porter 614-237-1722
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